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Waiver of Annual Membership Fee for Public Interest Groups 

Background 
Per Section 8.2 of the SPP Bylaws, legitimate public interest groups (e.g., consumer advocates, 
environmental groups, or citizen participation groups) may seek a waiver of the annual membership fee.  
The request for waiver must be directed to the President in writing 90 days in advance of the start of each 
fiscal year.  As a result of the recent FERC Order eliminating SPP’s membership exit fee for non-
transmission owners, SPP has received an increased level of interest in membership from public interest 
groups.  No public interest group has previously requested waiver of the annual membership fee. 

Analysis 
While various FERC Orders refer to “public interest organizations (e.g., consumer advocates, 
environmental groups and citizen participation)” research of FERC precedent is inconclusive as to the 
nature of “legitimate” public interest groups.  In contrast with other interest groups (e.g., trade associations 
or lobbying groups), public interest groups, in general, do not expect to profit directly from the policy 
changes they seek.  No public interest group has previously requested waiver of the annual membership 
fee.  Upon evaluation of the SPP Bylaws, the Corporate Governance Committee proposes to establish a 
formal process for legitimate public interest groups who desire to join SPP and seek a waiver of the annual 
membership fee.  In support, Staff has attached an overview of the recommended process for legitimate 
public interest groups. 

Recommendation 
Establishment of a process for legitimate public interest groups who desire to join SPP and seek a waiver 
of the annual membership fee. 

Action Requested: Approve Recommendation 



 

Request for Waiver of Annual Membership Fee* 

Any legitimate public interest group (“Applicant”) seeking a waiver of the annual membership fee must 
provide information described in Step 1.  The process will follow the steps outlined below. 

Step 1: 

Submit a written request to the President through the Corporate Secretary no later than 90 days in advance 
of the start of each fiscal year. The SPP fiscal year coincides with the calendar year. 

Requests for waiver of the annual membership fee should include corporate information that demonstrates 
that the Applicant is a “legitimate public interest group[s] (e.g., consumer advocates, environmental groups, 
or citizen participation groups).”  These document could include, but not limited to:  

a. Articles of Incorporation or similar documents; 

b. Tax exempt status or similar documents;  

c. Most recent IRS Form 990 or similar documents; and/or 

d. Additional information demonstrating the organization purposes. 

Step 2:  

Upon receipt of the Applicant’s request for waiver of the annual membership fee, SPP Staff shall review the 
request and provide a recommendation as to whether such a waiver should be granted for the Corporate 
Governance Committee prior to the start of the next fiscal year.  Staff’s recommendation can be to waive 
the annual membership fee in whole, in part or to deny the request.  

Step 3: 

The CGC should vote on the Application. 

Step 4:  

In accordance with Section 3.10 of the SPP Bylaws, an SPP Member may, upon written request to the 
Corporate Secretary, appeal and submit an alternate recommendation to the Board of Directors prior to the 
next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting following the Corporate Governance Committee’s 
action or inaction. 

 

* Current Members or prospective members can make a request for the waiver of SPP membership fees.  


	Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
	STAFF
	Recommendation to the Corporate Governance Committee
	February 20, 2020
	Waiver of Annual Membership Fee for Public Interest Groups
	Background
	Analysis
	Recommendation

